
As   Liberty   Public   Schools   transitions   to   “Return   to   Learn”   in   August   2020,   it   is   our  
imperative   to   provide   support   and   guidance   to   our   parents   around   the   learning  
scenarios   that   our   children   will   be   navigating   throughout   the   year.     The   purpose   of  
this   guide   is   to   help   increase   the   resources   and   offer   options   for   parents   when  
questions   arise   at   home   around   student   learning.    
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 NAVIGATING   DAY-TO-DAY   WITH   YOUR   CHILD   
 

      Questions   parents   ask.                       How   can   the   school   district   help?  
Does   my   child   have   an   established   schedule   to  
follow   that   fits   his/her   learning   needs?  

We   encourage   you   to   follow   a   school   schedule   with   your   child   as  
much   as   possible.    Teachers   will   be   able   to   Zoom   with   students  
daily   to   help   with   this   process.  

Does   my   child   have   the   proper   tools   needed   to  
complete   the   learning   assignments?  

If   you   realize   that   your   child   needs   certain   supplies   or   access   to  
an   online   tool,   contact   the   classroom   teacher.    We   will   make   sure  
your   child   has   access   to   the   tools   or   you   are   able   to   pick   up   the  
needed   supplies   for   your   child.   

I   don’t   know   how   to   help   my   child   log-in   or  
access   a   certain   program   the   teacher   is  
assigning?  

Contact   the   teacher   first.   It   is   likely   the   teacher   will   need   to   set  
up   a   quick   Zoom   session   with   you   to   teach   you   the   steps.    If   the  
teacher   is   not   able   to   solve   the   issue,   call   the   help   desk   at  
(816)-736-7078   for   support.  

My   child   is   quarantined   at   home   and   worried  
about   attendance   for   sports/after   school  
activities,   A+/awards/grades.    Is   there  
something   I   need   to   do?  

We   are   working   with   the   Department   of   Elementary   and  
Secondary   Education   to   navigate   the   new   attendance  
expectations   brought   on   by   reasons   students   now   must   learn   at  
home.    LPS   is   moving   toward   a   focus   on   student   engagement  
instead   of   attendance.    This   allows   our   students   to   stay  
connected   with   their   learning   from   a   variety   of   locations.   Please  
contact   your   school   administrator   if   you   feel   there   is   a   situation  
that   needs   to   be   looked   over   with   your   child.   

What   do   I   do   if   my   child   gets   behind   in   a  
course   or   subject?  

If   there   is   a   course/subject   that   your   student   has   struggled   with  
in   the   past,   pay   close   attention   to   their   progress   early   as   a  
proactive   support.    Stay   in   contact   with   the   teacher   to   work  
together   on   how   to   get   the   student   to   progress   in   their   learning.  
Through   conversations   with   your   child,   ask   questions   to  
determine   what   is   holding   them   back   from   being   successful.  

My   child   is   having   trouble   organizing   their  
assignment,   turning   things   in   on   time   and  
preparing   for   tests.    What   can   I   do?  

Schedule   time   every   day   to   reflect   and   plan   for   upcoming   days.  
Agendas   are   often   used   to   help   students   keep   up   with   their  
classes.    If   that   doesn’t   help,   set   up   a   meeting/Zoom   with   the  
classroom   teacher   to   talk   through   strategies   that   would   be  
helpful   for   the   needs   of   your   child.    There   is   typically   an  
underlying   reason    why   students   have   trouble   with   this.    A  
conversation   can   be   helpful   to   identify   the   issues   and   determine  
strategies   to   overcome   the   struggles   in   the   future.  

My   child   is   in   early   childhood   education.    How  
can   I   best   support   a   child   this   young   with  
virtual   learning?   
 

Stay   connected   with   your   child's   teacher   and   students   in   the  
class    Remember   that   play   is   learning   so   use   items   and   spaces  
around   the   house   for   learning.     Early   learning   can   be   messy   and  
that’s   okay.    
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How   will   grading   and   reporting   look   for   virtual  
learning   in   the   fall   compared   to   emergency  
learning   in   the   Spring?  

In   the   spring,   your   child   received   feedback   and   scores,   but   their  
reported   grade   at   the   end   of   the   semester   was   held   harmless  
(meaning   they   were   given   better   or   equal   to   their   final   grade  
from   March).    Grading   during   virtual   learning   will   be   the   same   as  
in   person   during   a   regular   school   year.    Students   will   receive  
feedback   and   their   quarter/semester   grade   will   be   based   on  
what   they   know   and   are   able   to   do.    Elementary   will   have  
Proficient,   In   Progress   and   Not   Proficient   for   reported   grades.  
Secondary   students   will   receive   letter   grades,   as   they   have   in  
the   past.  

Coaching   Learning   at   Home  
● Children   often   struggle   as   they   build   their   own   process   of   problem   solving.   Don’t   be   quick   to   solve   the  

problem   for   your   child.    Once   children   are   not   in   an   emotional   state,   ask   one   or   two   questions   that   guide  
your   child   to   try   to   find   the   answer.    This   can   include   communication   with   the   teacher   for   guidance   and  
support.  

● Creating   a   schedule   is   a   great   way   to   help   your   child   stay   organized   in   learning   when   at   home   during   virtual  
learning   time.    Be   as   consistent   as   possible   and   stay   connected   with   the   classroom   teacher.   

Wellness   Tips   
● Managing   your   child’s   learning   at   home   can   bring   high   levels   of   stress   for   any   family.   Do   not   worry   if   you  

have   to   step   away   from   learning   for   a   brain   break   from   time   to   time.    This   is   normal.   
Consider   these   ideas   to   provide   a   positive   at   home   learning   experience:    limit   distractions   while   learning,  
provide   breaks   and   physical   activity,   mix   screen   time   with   off   screen   time   experiences,   regularly   check   in  
with   your   child   about   how   they   are   doing,   make   time   for   quiet   and   reflection,   and   stay   in   touch   with   the  
teachers/school.    Connections   are   incredibly   important   so   find   opportunities   for   your   child   to   engage  
virtually   with   peers   for   fun.    

 
 
 

 STUDENT   ENGAGEMENT   IN   SCHOOL  
 

      Questions   parents   ask.                       How   can   the   school   district   help?  
My   child   does   not   like   the  
assignment/understand   the   assignment   the  
teacher   has   given.    How   can   I   help   my   child  
get   started?  

Talk   with   your   child   about   the   hesitation.    Determine   if   the  
reason   is   due   to   organization,   lack   of   understanding   the  
assignment,   or   perhaps   concern   over   getting   something   wrong.  
Encourage   your   child   to   create   a   plan   to   approach   the  
assignment   completion,   which   may   include   contacting   the  
teacher   for   additional   support.   

My   child   has   not   had   contact   with   his/her  
classroom   teacher   in   more   than   two   days.  
Why   is   this   happening?  

Classroom   teachers   are   doing   their   best   to   balance   in   person  
teaching   and   virtual   learning   daily.    If   the   teacher   hasn’t   gotten  
back   with   you   by   the   end   of   the   day,   give   them   a   call   during   their  
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plan   time   (see   school   websites   for   contact   information   and  
school   schedules)   and   leave   a   message.    Our   district   strives   to  
return   correspondence   within   24   hours.    

My   child   is   struggling   with   collaborative  
experiences   on   Zoom   and   they   don’t   like   to  
join.    How   can   I   help?  

Zoom   is   not   easy   for   everyone   so   reassure   your   child   that   their  
feelings   are   valid.    Work   with   the   teacher   to   see   if   there   are  
alternative   ways   for   your   child   to   participate   (smaller   groups   on  
Zoom,   online   responses,   etc.)  

My   child   is   frustrated   with   the   assignment  
and   just   gives   up.    How   can   I   help   her/him?  

Have   your   child   take   a   break.    After   the   break,   begin   by   isolating  
the   struggle.    Ask   questions   like:   What   have   you   been   able   to  
do,   what   is   causing   the   frustration,    do   you   have   any   resources  
that   can   help   you   figure   this   out,   etc.?   If   there   is   confusion,  
encourage   the   child/help   the   child   to   reach   out   to   the   teacher   for  
clarification.    For   general   support,   try   breaking   the   task   into  
chunks,   model   a   sample   problem,   look   the   concept   up   together  
to   read   more   about   it,   etc.    Another   option   would   be   to   work   on  
a   new   subject/task   and   then   revisit   this   assignment   later.  

Coaching   Learning   at   Home  
Students   often   skip   over   lesson   explanations   for   videos   that   give   instruction   or   guidance   on   an   assignment   or  
project.    If   students   skip   or   rush   through   these   instructions,   it   may   cause   confusion   as   they   attempt   to   complete  
the   lesson.    Remind   your   child   to   read/listen   to   all   directions   and   watch   videos   in   their   entirety.  

Wellness  
Students   love   interacting   with   their   friends   and   during   virtual   learning   this   can   show   itself   through   a   variety   of  
emotions.    Encourage   your   child   to   engage   in   Zoom   sessions   with   the   teacher   and   other   students.    
 

 

 TESTING   SUPPORT    
 

      Questions   parents   ask.                       How   can   the   school   district   help?  
Is   my   child   going   to   still   take   regular  
assessments   at   home?  

Yes,   they   will   definitely   take   tests   from   home;   however,   they   may  
now   look   different.    Some   assessments   come   in   the   forms   of  
short   responses   to   teachers   so   they   can   take   a   quick   check   for  
what   a   student   knows.    Other   assessments   may   be   performance  
or   project   based.    

My   child   is   supposed   to   take   the   iReady   test  
and   is   frustrated.   What   do   I   do?  

If   you   have   not   looked   at   it   already,   check   out   the   i Ready   guide  
for   parents .    It   provides   numerous   tips   and   suggestions   to   help  
with   assessment   at   home.    The   iReady   diagnostic   test   is  
administered   in   grades   K-8.  

My   child   does   not   handle   tests   well.    How   can  
I   encourage   or   support   him/her   while   learning  
from   home?  

Testing   anxiety   is   definitely   something   some   of   our   learners   deal  
with.    The   feeling   often   arises   from   lack   of   confidence,   but   also  
from   previous   experiences.   Talk   with   your   child   and   see   if   you  
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are   able   to   calm   the   fear(s)   and   build   efficacy.    Use   this  
information   from    Parents.com    to   give   you   additional   ideas   to  
understand   and   support   your   child.   

Coaching   Learning   from   Home  
When   a   child   is   taking   an   assessment,   it   is   often   hard   not   to   help   them   when   they   struggle.   Especially   when  
schooling   at   home,   it’s   important   for   the   student   to   complete   the   assessment   by   themselves   as   much   as   possible  
so   the   teacher   can   get   a   good   understanding   of   what   they   child   knows   and   what   they   still   need   to   practice.    
 

Wellness  
Self-care   is   critical   for   online   learning.    If   your   child   is   having   a   tough   day,   opt   to   take   the   assessment   the  
next   day.    Ensure   that   the   child   has   sufficient   rest   and   a   healthy   meal   before   taking   online   assessments,  
like   the   iReady   (K-8).    It   is   acceptable   to   break   the   testing   up   over   a   few   days.  

 
 

 RESOURCES   &   TECHNOLOGY  
 

      Questions   parents   ask.                       How   can   the   school   district   help?  
I   don’t   think   my   child’s   device   is   working  
correctly   or   I   believe   it    is   broken.    Who  
should   I   call?  

Start   by   talking   to   the   classroom   teacher   about   the   concern.    If  
you   can’t   get   the   issue   resolved,   call   the   LPS   Helpdesk   at  
(816)736-7078   or   email   at    helpdesk@lps53.org    for   support.  

My   wifi   is   not   working,   and   my   child   is   not  
able   to   access   or   turn   in   assignments.  
Who   should   I   call?  

Start   by   talking   to   the   classroom   teacher   about   the   concern.    If  
you   can’t   get   the   issue   resolved,   call   the   LPS   Helpdesk   at  
(816)736-7078   or   email   at    helpdesk@lps53.org    for   support.  

I   am   confused   about   lunch   choices   and  
payments.   Is   there   someone   who   can  
help   me?  

All   school   menus   and   payment   options   are   available   through   an  
online   program   called   School   Cafe.    Access   the   LPS   Nutrition  
Services   website   at    https://www.lps53.org/nutrition    for   more  
information   about   School   Cafe.    If   you   are   unable   to   find   the  
answers   on   the   Nutrition   Services   website,   call   the   child's   school  
office   and   ask   to   speak   with   the   cafeteria   manager.   

My   child   and   I   need   help   with   canvas.  
Who   do   I   contact   for   support?  

Start   by   talking   to   the   classroom   teacher   about   the   concern.    If  
you   can’t   get   the   issue   resolved,   call   the   LPS   Helpdesk   at  
(816)736-7078   or   email   at    helpdesk@lps53.org    for   support.  

My   child   and   I   need   help   with  
Powerschool.    Who   do   I   contact   for  
support?  

Start   by   talking   to   the   classroom   teacher   about   the   concern.    If  
you   can’t   get   the   issue   resolved,   call   the   LPS   Helpdesk   at  
(816)736-7078   or   email   at    helpdesk@lps53.org    for   support.  

I   have   a   child   with   special   needs   and   I  
could   use   ideas   on   how   to   help   my   child  
while   learning   from   home.    Are   there  
resources   available   to   support   me?  
 

Yes   -   try    Families   Together   Inc.org .    Also   feel   free   to   contact   our  
Special   Education   Department   or   Special   Programs   if   you   were  
not   able   to   get   an   answer   from   your   child’s   teacher   or   school.   
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Coaching   Learning   from   Home  
With   the   expectation   of   entering   Kindergarteners,   most   of   our   students   are   able   to   log   into   all   their  
applications   and   programs.    While   it   may   take   awhile   longer   at   first,   work   with   your   child   to   handle   the   login  
process   on   her/his   own.    All   LPS   schools   are   working   on   building   learner   dispositions   -   ways   for   students   to  
grow   their   own   confidence   in   managing   their   learning   -   and   using   characteristics   like   grit/determination   or  
problem-solving   to   get   through   tough   situations.    Ask   your   child   about   learner   dispositions   and   include   them  
in   your   coaching   during   your   learning   at   home.   
 

Wellness  
Technology   problems   are   probably   the   most   frustrating   for   our   parents.    We   completely   understand,   so   do  
your   best   not   to   get   frustrated   with   any   troubles   you   are   having.     If   the   child   is   in   a   panic   because   the   problem  
occurred   right   before   an   assignment   was   due   or   the   test   was   to   be   taken,   just   reach   out   to   the   teacher   and  
ask   for   help   or   an   extension.   They   will   work   with   you   on   deadlines.    We   are   in   this   together,   so   don’t   hesitate  
to   reach   out   to   teachers,   counselors   and   administration   for   support.    

 
 
 

 SOCIAL   EMOTIONAL   LEARNING   &   WELLNESS  
 

      Questions   parents   ask.                       How   can   the   school   district   help?  
Is   there   a   way   to   get   social   emotional  
help   for   my   child?  

Schedule   a   virtual   or   in   person   meeting   with   the   classroom  
teacher   and   school   counselor.    They   can   partner   with   you   to  
share   guidance   and   support.  

My   child   has   a   504   or   IEP,   and   I   need  
additional   help   at   home,   who   do   I   ask?  

Email   or   call   your   child’s   case   manager,   counselor   or   special  
services   teacher   to   discuss   the   help   needed   and   the   resources  
available.    There   are   additional   resources   available   at   the    link.  

I   think   my   child   has   been   exposed   to  
COVID19.    Who   do   I   share   that  
information   with?  

Keep   your   child   home   from   school.    Contact   the   CCPHC   and  
follow   their   direction.    Call   the   school   nurse   if   the   child   is  
administered   a   COVID   test   that   has   positive   results.  

What   happens   if   my   child   forgets   a   mask  
at   home?  

While   we   encourage   your   child   to   keep   an   extra   mask   with  
him/her   while   at   school,   we   understand   this   will   happen.    Just  
have   your   child   connect   with   the   teacher   to   solve   this   small  
issue.    Each   school   will   have   a   slightly   different   process   to   help  
connect   your   child   with   a   mask,   so   please   encourage   them   not  
to   worry.    Stay   calm   and   reach   out   to   a   teacher.    

Coaching   Learning   from   Home  
There   are   a   variety   of   resources   online   that   provide   guidance   for   social   emotional   learning.    Access   those   you  
feel   that   are   helpful.    If   you   have   any   questions,   our   school   counselors   will   be   able   to   support   you   in   your  
concerns.    In   addition,   check   out   this   powerful   resource:     CASEL  
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 BUILDING   LEARNER   AGENCY  
 

      Questions   parents   ask.                       How   can   the   school   district   help?  
What   is   learner   agency?   It’s   when   students   take   ownership   and   responsibility   for   what  

they   learn.    Instead   of   school   being   “done   to   them,”   they   take   a  
role   in   their   learning.   Learner   agency   is   an   approach   for   learning  
through   activities   that   are   meaningful   and   relevant   to   them  
(voice   and   choice),   driven   by   their   interests,   and   can   be  
self-initiated.    Liberty   Public   Schools   strives   to   offer   students  
options   and   voice   in   how   the   students   show   their   learning.    

Why   is   my   child   asked   to   use   choice  
boards?  

Choice   boards   are   a   collection   of   options   on   how   a   student   can  
show   evidence   of   their   learning.    Students   are   able   to   pick   the  
options   that   best   suit   their   learning   style   and   interests.    Research  
shows   that   choice   is   a   powerful   motivator   in   learning.   If   you   need  
support   with   how   to   use   a   choice   board,   please   reach   out   to   the  
child’s   teacher   for   clarification.  

What   areas   of   learner   agency   can   I   work  
with   my   child   on   at   home?  

Building   learner   agency   while   learning   at   home   can   be   grown   by  
following   four   steps:    set   specific   goals   in   learning,   follow   steps  
to   work   toward   the   goals,   reflect   on   and   revise   the   work   to   meet  
the   goals,   and   celebrate   achievement   of   the   goals   and   the  
process   of   following   the   steps   to   reach   the   goals.    For   more  
information   on   building   agency   in   learning,   check   out   this   site  
from    Education   Reimagined  

Coaching   Learning   from   Home  
Families   can   practice   building   agency   in   children   daily   by   providing   opportunities   for   children   to   make   a   choice.  
Some   examples   include:    The   child   can   organize   their   learning   space   how   they   choose   (environmental   agency)  
or   when   designing   an   artistic   product,   the   student   can   choose   if   they   use   crayons   or   colored   pencils   (creative  
agency).    
 

Wellness  
Growing   agency   in   a   learner   is   an   old   concept   that   has   become   increasingly   important   as   students   and   parents  
are   asked   to   manage   learning   from   home   during   the   pandemic.    It   has   become   more   and   more   important   to  
help   your   child   set   goals   and   create   a   plan   to   achieve   those   goals    This   process   may   even   be   easier   to  
accomplish   from   a   younger   child   than   an   older   one   who   has   had   learning   managed   by   a   teacher   for   more   years.  
Be   patient   with   our   older   learners.    They   have   been   relying   on   traditional   assignments   selected   by   teachers   for  
many   years.    As   we   grow   the   design   process   or   personalized   learning   in   our   students,   we   see   their   confidence  
in   managing   their   own   learning   grow   with   them.   
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 STUDENT   SHORT   TERM   VIRTUAL   GUIDELINES  
  
In   the   event   that   a   child   needs   to   quarantine   for   10   -   24   days,   the   following   guidelines   will   be   in  
place   to   provide   a   smoother   transition   from   face-to-face   classroom   to   virtual   learning   and   back.   

ELEMENTARY  
(PreK-5)  

● Students   will   follow   a   modified   virtual   schedule   checking   in   with  
the   teacher   daily  

● Students   will   use   Google   Classroom   and   SeeSaw   to   manage  
classroom   learning.  

MIDDLE  
(6-8)  

● Students   will   follow   a   modified   virtual   schedule   checking   in   with  
the   teacher   daily  

● Students   will   check   all   classes   on   Canvas   each   day   for   updates   to  
lessons   and   assignments  

HIGH  
(9-12)  

● Students   will   follow   a   modified   virtual   schedule   checking   in   with  
the   teacher   daily  

● Students   will   check   all   classes   on   Canvas   each   day   for   updates   to  
lessons   and   assignments  
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